CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT: Pennsylvania
Amended and effective November 21, 2005.

Canon 1. Judges should uphold the integrity and independence of the
judiciary.
An independent and honorable judiciary is indispensable to justice in our society. Judges should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enforcing, and should themselves observe, high standards
of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further that objective.
Canon 2. Judges should avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety in all their
activities.
A. Judges should respect and comply with the law and should conduct themselves at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary.
B. Intentionally Omitted.
Official Note
Public confidence in the judiciary is eroded by irresponsible or improper conduct by judges. Judges must avoid
all impropriety and appearance of impropriety. They must expect to be the subject of constant public scrutiny.
They must therefore accept restrictions on their conduct that might be viewed as burdensome by the ordinary
citizen and should do so freely and willingly.

Canon 3. Judges should perform the duties of their office impartially and diligently.
The judicial duties of judges take precedence over all their other activities. Their judicial duties
include all the duties of their office prescribed by law. In the performance of these duties, the
following standards apply:
A. Adjudicative responsibilities.
(1) Judges should be faithful to the law and maintain professional competence in it. They should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or fear of criticism.
(2)

Judges should maintain order and decorum in proceedings before them.

(3) Judges should be patient, dignified, and courteous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom they deal in their official capacity, and should require similar conduct of lawyers,
and of their staff, court officials, and others subject to their direction and control.
(4) Judges should accord to all persons who are legally interested in a proceeding, or their
lawyers, full right to be heard according to law, and, except as authorized by law, must not consider
ex parte communications concerning a pending proceeding.
(5)

Judges should dispose promptly of the business of the court.

Official Note
Prompt disposition of the court’s business requires judges to … be … expeditious in determining matters under
submission, and to insist that court officials, litigants and their lawyers cooperate with them to that end.

(6)

Intentionally Omitted.

(7)

Intentionally Omitted.
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B. Administrative responsibilities.
(1) Judges should diligently discharge their administrative responsibilities, maintain professional
competence in judicial administration, and facilitate the performance of the administrative responsibilities of other judges and court officials.
(2) Judges should require their staff and court officials subject to their direction and control to
observe the standards of fidelity and diligence that apply to judges.
(3) Judges should take or initiate appropriate disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may become aware.
Official Note
Disciplinary measures may include reporting a judge’s or lawyer’s misconduct to an appropriate disciplinary
body.

(4) Judges should not make unnecessary appointments. They should exercise their power of
appointment only on the basis of merit, avoiding favoritism. They should not approve compensation of
appointees beyond the fair value of services rendered.
Official Note
Appointees of the judge include officials such as referees, commissioners, special masters, receivers, guardians
and personnel such as clerks, secretaries, and bailiffs. Remainder Intentionally Omitted.

C. Disqualification.
(1) Judges should disqualify themselves in a proceeding in which their impartiality might
reasonably be questioned, including but not limited to instances where:
(a) they have a personal bias or prejudice concerning a party, or personal knowledge of
disputed evidentiary facts concerning the proceeding;
(b) they served as a lawyer in the matter in controversy, or a lawyer with whom they previously
practiced law served during such association as a lawyer concerning the matter, or the judge or such
lawyer has been a material witness concerning it;
(c) they know that they, individually or as a fiduciary, or their spouse or minor child residing in
their household, have a substantial financial interest in the subject matter in controversy or in a party
to the proceeding, or any other interest that could be substantially affected by the outcome of the
proceeding;
(d)

Intentionally Omitted.

(2)

Intentionally Omitted.

(3)

Intentionally Omitted.

Canons 4 through 7.
Intentionally Omitted.
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